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Dear Sir: 


In response to the request for species election mailed February 1, 2005, Applicant elects Species 

£ C, Figures 10-11 with traverse on the grounds that Species D (Figure 12) should be included in the 

o 

* election. Species C is directed to preloading in the form of actuators for adjusting the level of 

o 

w compression, and the invention of Species D simply adds that the "shoe" includes a plurality of 
^ segments, each adjustable through a separate actuator. Accordingly, it is felt that the invention of claim 

CO 

§ 20 is not patentably distinct over Species C. 

u Applicant contends that all pending claims are readable upon the election, since generic claim 15 

| includes elements preloaded through compression, which is readable on Species C and D. Applicant 

cc 

LU 

z appreciates the Examiner's renumbering of the claims with respect to the typographical error. 
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Dated: April 1,2005 
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